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Rally of Maharashtra set to roar
- back after elght years

NASHIK After an elght-year

i hiatus, the Rally of Maharashtra is
;' set to return with the second round

B —

i of Motor Sports Clubs of

of the Indian National Rally Cham-

pionship (INRC), organized by the

Western India Sports Association
(WISA). The event, sanc-
tioned by the Federation

India (FMSCI) will take
place in Nashik from
May 31 to June2. -
Prominent drivers and
co-drivers from MRF and
JK Tyres will participate in
this highly anticipated rally.
Competitors are expected to start
arriving in Nashik from May 27,

i with Grape County serving as the

resvrerreean

: rally headquarters. Vehicle servic-

ing will be conducted at the Sapkal
Knowledge Hub each morning.
" Pre-rally preparations .

On ‘May 30, the preparation

phase includes: Document verifi-

i cation of vehicles, Instructions for
i drivers and co-drivers, Road i inspec-
i tion and Training sessions.

cecrevnervreaon

On May 31, all partlclpatmg
vehicles will undergo inspection at
the. Moharir Auto site. The same
day, starting at 6 am, competitors

~will embark on a reconnaissance

of the rally route. The challenging

! route, selected for its demandmg

terrain, includes Winding roads in
rural areas surrounding Nashik such
as ' Trimbakeshwar, Morchundi,

'Nllmatt Ghodtpada, Poshera, Kar-
-oli, levepada, and Mokhada. -

Rally day highlights

The main event on May 31 will -

kick off at 4:45 pm from Grape

-County Resort. Participants will

navigate difficult roads, showcas-

ing their driving prowess and team- -

work. The rally tests drivers and co-
drivers over four stages, where they

must demonstrate their skills across -
various terrains and distances. The -
vehicles will retun to the. service
- park after each stage. .

“In addition to male competi-

 tors, the rally will feature female
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contestants, addmg ‘diversity and

excitement to the event. Past and

present champions from Mumbai
and Pune, representing MRF and
JK Tyres, are expected to compete,
enhancing the rally’s com-
petitive spirit. The ‘return

of the Rally of Maha-
¢ rashtra promises to be
. a significant event in
the Indian motorsport
- calendar, bringing ex-
citement and competi-
tion to Nashik’s scenic
. yet challenging roads.

Main Rally Route |
- The rally will follow a rigorous |
. Schedule with specific routes |

 and timings. June 1 & 2: 6:30
- am and 11:00 am: Road con- |
_ necting Bombiltek - to Toran-
~ gan village near Amboli Phata

on Jawhar road. 7:15 am and |

H:15 am: Road connecting
. Nilmati to Osiwara. villages.
~ 8:15 am and 12:00 pm: Road
from Poshera to Morchundi.
‘Residents of Mahiravani, An- | |
Jeneri,  Trimbakeshwar, and |
Pahine will have the unique op- |
__portunity to witness this thrill-
_ ing motorsport event up close. |
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The spectators captivated by the breathtaking action of the zooming cars on tle skills, trying to finish the stage as quickly as
possible. The second day of the rally ended with a lot of excitement, especially>ld today. ‘ Prashant Kharote/LT
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14 drivers sidelined
due to technical

issues: Final stage will -
take place today

LokMAT NEWS NETWORK
NASHIK, JUN 1

Day Twe of the Blueband
Sports INRC 2024 Rally of
Maharashtra revved up ex-
citement galore as hundreds
of spectators gathered to
watch the screaming cars
zoom by. However, there were
some unexpected twists on
the day as top contenders like
Gaurav Gill, Aroor Arjun
Rao, Philippos Matthai, and
Jahan Gill lost control of
their vehicles and could not
complete the stage. Technical
issues also sidelined 14 driv-
ers from completing the stage
on the second day. They will
all now regroup for the final
stage on June 2.

During the first leg of the

stage, spanning 22 km in the

Metkavle area on the Bom-
biltek-Amboli village route,

the lead driver Karna Kadur

was followed closely by Amit-
trajit Ghosh and Gaurav Gill.
Unfortunately, Gill, who was
driving at extremely high
speed, lost control and veered

.off the road at a curve. Phi-

lippos, who was right behind,
also lost control and ploughed
into Gill's car from behind.
These two cars blocked the
road completely, making, it
difficult for the other cars to
pass. Due to this, the entire
stage had to be cancelled. De-
spite the setback, organisers
awarded points to drivers
based on their positions be-
fore and after the point of
disruption, as per the rules.

Thrills galore on Day
Two of Blueband
Saby oEMagariiite.

Day Two Results

Overall Category

Fabid Ahmar -1 hour 7 min 5
sec .

Harkrishan Wadia - 1 hour 8
min 8 sec . :

Karna Kadur - 1 hour 9 min 20
sec 5

INRC-2 Category

Fabid Ahmar - 1 hour7 min 5
sec

Harkrishan Wadia - 1 hour 8
min 8 sec

Ramcharan C - 1 hour 15 min 9
sec

- INRC-3 Category

Ajay Sankar - 1 hour 10 min
Jeet Jhabakh - 1 hour 10 min 9

_sec

Arjun Rajeev - 1 hour 10 min 13
sec

Gypsy Challenge Category
Baljinder Singh Dhillon - 1 hour
15 min 44 sec

Dr Akarsh Sundar - 1 hour 15
min 48 sec

Sanjay Agai'wal - 1hour 16 min

11 sec '

Classic Category (Lone
Contender)

Shaikh Hussain Pasha -1 hour
33 min 6 sec

Due to the cancellation of
the morning session's first
leg and the withdrawal of
some contestants, there was
a tough competition among
the remaining participants .
in the 9.5 kilometre leg from
Poshera to Morchundi, Ka-
soli, Hirvepada and Metkavle.
Villagers standing atop a hill
continued to show their sup-
port by cheering on the con-
testants with enthusiastic
claps and whistles.
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The final day of
Blue Band Sports
INRC 2024 Rally of
Maharashtra, saw
“fierce competition
and some truly
thrilling moments,
some mishaps and
ultimately, glory
for some of the
competitors. LT.
Lensman was in
thethick of the
action to capture
some breathtaking
and exciting
moments.
Prashant
Kharote/LT

Ti

il

Karna Kadur-Musa Sherif
emerge Overall Champions

Blue Band Sports INRC 2024 Rally of Maharashtra concludes

LogMAT NEWS NETWORK
NASHIK, JUN 2

he last day of Blue
Band Sports INRC
2024 Rally of
Maharashtra on
Sunday, June 2 was full of
high voltage action. The sea-
soned pair of Karna Kadur -

Musa Sherif of Arka
Motorsports, Bengaluru
clinched the Overall

Championship title. In other
categories of INRC, Fabid
Ahmar and Arnav Pratap
Singh, besides Sanjay
Agarwal in the Gypsy cate-
gory and Shaikh Hussain
Pasha in the Classic category
won the respective titles.
Nikita Takle-Shivani Parmar
maintained their dominance
and won the title in the
women's category (INRC).

In the 22 km leg of the rally

from Bombiltek to Metkavle,
on Sunday, the drivers Arjun
Rao, Venunath V, Ramachand-
ran C, and Yudh Samrat lost
control of their cars yet again
and their cars veered off the
road. Some car drivers had to
abandon their cars in Nilmati
and Hivrepada areas, due to-
technical snags. The villagers
enjoyed watching the rally sit-
ting on hills and trees.
Ashwin Pandit, President
of Western India Sports Asso-
ciation (WISA), Prem Kashi-
nath of Blue Band Sports, Tejas
Chavan, Director of Grape
County Eco Resort and Spa,
Tapan Sharma, Manager of
Steel India, Pradeep Samarikar
and others presented mementos
to the winners of various cate-

gories. Ashwin Pandit delivered -

the introductory address and
welcomed everyone, while-
Shilpa Bhende anchored.

Final results

Overall Champions

Karna Kadur - 1 hr 47 min 52
sec

Amittrajit Ghosh - 1 hr 49 min 8
sec :

Arnav Pratap Singh -1 hr 49
min 29 sec

INRC-2 Category :
Fabid Ahmar -1 hr 51 min 10
sec

Pragati Gowda - 1hr 59 min 32
sec :

Yashas Nayka - 1 hr 59 min 40
sec

INRC-3 Category

Arnav Pratap Singh -1 hr, 49
min and 29 sec

Jeet Jhabakh - 1 hr 49 min 35
sec

Darius Shroff - 1 hr 49 min 53
sec §

INRC Women's Category
Nikita Takle

Phoebe Nongrum

Harshita Gowda

JINRC Group

Arnav Pratap Singh -

Abhin Rai

Nikita Takle

Gypsy Challenge

Baljinder Singh Dhillon -1 hr 58
min 12 sec

Dr Akarsh Sundar - 1 hr 58 min
47 sec

. Sachin Singh -1 hr 57 min 19

sec

Classic Category

Sheikh Hussain Pasha - 2 hrs 27
min 40 sec

Anihanath S - 2 hrs 42 min 22
sec
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